
Investment in rural 

water supply delivers results 

Briefing on key findings from the  

Joint Monitoring Programme 2015 report1  

relating to rural water supply 

 3 July 2015 

“The number of people without 

access in rural areas has decreased 

by over half a billion” (1990-2015) 

“In 2015 the vast majority (79%) of those 

who do not have access to improved water 

sources live in rural areas.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

of the global rural 

population has 

access to improved 

drinking water 

sources 

(2015) 

84% 

(1990) 

62.3% 

▲ 

Global rural-urban disparities have 

decreased but large gaps remain 

What is an improved 

water source? 
 

“...is one that, by the nature of 

its construction, adequately 

protects the source from 

outside contamination, 

particularly, faecal matter.” 

17 Countries 

achieved 100%  
 

improved access (1990 - 2015) in rural 

areas: American Samoa, Argentina, 

Barbados, Belize, Bhutan, Bosnia & 

Herzegovina, Croatia, Georgia, Greece, 

Hungary, Malta, Mauritius, Portugal, 

Romania, Tokelau, Tonga and Turkey. 
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The views expressed in this briefing are not necessarily those of UNICEF, WHO or any of the Executive Partners of RWSN.  

[1] All data downloaded from: www.wssinfo.org or taken from UNICEF/WHO (2015) “25 Years Progress on Sanitation and Drinking Water: -2015 update and MDG assessment” ISBN 9 789241 509145, 

New figures from the 

Joint Monitoring 

Program (JMP) of 

UNICEF and the 

World Health 

Organisation (WHO) 

show that most 

countries have 

achieved substantial 

progress towards 

achieving universal 

access to water for 

their citizens. 

Rural Water Supply Network 

Good progress in most regions but Oceania lags behind  

and Sub-Saharan Africa has little piped-on-premises improvement 

Trends in Rural Water  Coverage 1990 - 2000 - 2015 

Highs and Lows - progress but inequality 

THE GOOD NEWS 

In relative terms, Paraguay achieved the most 

remarkable gains for its rural population by 

increasing access from 22.7% to 94.9% between 

1990 - 2015. 

“Despite slow regional progress in sub-Saharan 

Africa, Botswana, Egypt, and Senegal all 

increased coverage by a third.” 

The absolute numbers of rural people reached 

between 1990 and 2015, the top countries are: 

 

1. India (383 million rural people) 

64% ► 93% 

2. China (97.6 million rural people) 

56% ► 93% 

3. Pakistan (40.5 million rural people) 

82% ► 90% 

4. Nigeria (38.4 million rural people) 

25% ► 57% 

5. Ethiopia (37.5 million rural people) 

3% ► 49% 

 

Congratulations to all the water users, 

implementers, funders, political and policy 

leaders whose hard work over 25 has achieved 

so much. 

MANY CHALLENGES AHEAD 

The rural figures for Angola are striking with a 

drop from 43.5% to 28.2% of the rural 

population having access to improved water 

between 1990 and 2015. However, in absolute 

numbers 250,000 more people have access in 

2015 than in 1990, thus indicating that the 

provision of new services was not able to keep 

up with population growth. Other countries face 

similar demographic challenges. 

Even where there have been major gains, such as 

Nigeria and Ethiopia, the job is only half done 

to achieve universal access. 

The figure, right, shows that some countries, 

such as Egypt and Thailand have got water to 

people, regardless of their wealth. Meanwhile in 

Madagascar and Yemen we see huge disparities 

between rich and poor. 
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Finally, how good is ‘improved access’? How safe is the 

water? How long does it take users to collect water? How 

affordable and reliable is the service? How sustainable are 

the water resources? There is still much to do, but what has 

been demonstrated is that investment in rural water 

services can, and does, deliver results. 

Access to improved sources of drinking water by 

wealth quintile in rural areas 

Countries ranked by the % 

improved access of the middle 

wealth quintile. 
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